frightful torture and ceath, as hed happened to Lt. Hans several weeks earlier. 


MK 


This was 28 Novexber 1952, Yer ro 


H 


e thar two meoaths they nad succeeded in etaying 
behind the Viets and, for one menth with the complicity of the inhabitunts, they 

aad been able ts give the Comnand useful datealligence on the units marching toward 
Na Sen. From now on they would undergo the fate of all prisoners taken by the Viets 


anc, despite two abortad atteapts at escape, they remained in the camps until the 


On 16 G tober, the day before the fall of Nghia Lo, Sergeants Bourcen and 
Baudouin fron the ‘han Uyen Hundred left with their partisans to complete the des- 
truction of the bridges on the highway from Lao Kay to Cnapa and to mine the high- 
way. . They did not have a radio. at this time it hee wt yet been possible to : ive 
one to all of the Hundreds. ; 

They carried out their mission in a normal way. Oa the return trip on 22 
Cctober ihe iuhabiteaats of the village of Ma Lou Tcha ‘nfornsd thew that the Than 
Uyen post had been evacuated by airplane, but that noo # knew in which ¢frection. 

The day after the post evacuation, I flew over the region where L expected to 
find them. In spice of ny insistance the pilot would not go below 1,500 ueters in 
thie terrirory, which he did pot know. At this altitude it was impossibie to spot 
a few men moving on small paths inant untainous aad wooded region, or te sec the 
sigaels which they could have made to ne. My intention was fo send them 2 weighted 
message to inform them of the situation and possibly to guide thes. On the fourth 
day I hed to abandon my search. 

Thus Bourdon and B3auduoin were left to shift for themselves. 

They first freed their partisans ance buried their weapons, and then marched 
Sn the directica cf the Red River. On the wey soe partisans helped then, while 


others remaiced indifferent. A runber of tities they had to cross zones where 


re 


rs er to infiltrate throuph rest 


as 


re 


there was a neavy Viet density, +0 quiet sen : 


cenos of Viet units at nigit vithout beine spotted. 
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Finally on G ovember they reached tne edge of the Red River. 


ney made a raft witb banagnatree trunks and put it inte the water while tt 


3 


“a2 very ccld, 28 often happens da the High Region in this season: they bercan « 
long and painful voyess. & 


On the cipghe of 10 and li Noverber, they vere at Yen Bay and passed 


unzeticed Za the middle of the boasts and rafts which were transportiug troops, 


. 


supplies and wounded men from Viet units across the River. 

Finally om 12 November, exhausted.and half-dead from hunger, they rejoined 
the Freach troops witch had launched the "Lorraine" Seacwkienane whe were about 
to return. 

General Salen immediately avarded boih the Nilitaty Medal. 

The fall of Nghia Lo was a sac surprise fer tne Command, and the victoricus 
Viet divisions swarmed toward the west. During this critical period, Cenexai Salon 
several times flew over the region to observe the new battlefield, Sometines he 
tock rie with hic, long with officere of his General. Staff. 

One day--I no ‘ate er recali the exect Gate--ve ware ecining back toward Hanol 
fron Led. Cheu and were flying over the Black River. ‘Iheve seezed to be we obsatecle 
to cpposé tue triumphant attack of the Viet divisions. 

In the airplane ee gr sn cere why accompanied the General were quict,. All were 
woadering how we could get out of a situation wniich appeared desperate. The 
General had an olympic calm; no trace of worry appeared on his face. He was 
thirking. "Maybe we could try to establish a front on the black Yiver," suggested 
an officer. 

The General, unperturbed, dic not reply. We all left the aircraft without 


being able to know his thoughts end the decisions which he would take in the 


following hours. 
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The next morning he had a storhe of genius for Na San. 


Act 8:65 a.m. he semroned his General Staff and che officers involved, 


wer 
+ 


me 
explained his plen soberly, but with 42 warm conviction, a brillienn clarity--indis- 
puteble alyns by which a leader is recopnized--and restored confidence to everyone 
who had had temporary doubts. 

None of the officers who listened to him had heard of Na San before. It was 
net even a villege, but a path lost in the brush on which the Dakotas could lanc. 
But General SaJan did not need to huach over a map co find it. Ee knew this country 
because he had crten gone over it on foot, and sometimes surveyed some of it. 

Before the 1939 war we and Salan had surveyed 400 kilemeters of paths with a rule 


and had made maps of the frontier regicn between the Chi Ma post, which I comanded 


at that tine, and the Dinh Lap post. 


The erder was given to all of the troops, retreating or simply threatened, and = 


to ali of the isolated posts to get to Na San as fast 28 possibte. Each one began 
to vork enthusiastieslly under the orders of a real leader, Col. Gilics. In a few 
days the trenches were dug and support points, ehalters, end barbed uire networks 
rose from the soll. 

Whee the Viet divisioas rushed to attack on 30 November, the defense had been 
thorsughly organized. For three days, until 2 Decenber, all of the attempts to 
take the entreuctied camp weve vain. CGiap finally ceased his attacks, leaving only 
a fow unita around the canp to assure tte surveillance. And 709 corpses on the 


ground. 
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Tne year 1952 had not been briljiant fer the GOMA, Ali hove had been lost with 


eat of the Cho Quang Lo urdorrround in Aurust end the oceucution of the Thal 
However, we had made aome interistine exnerznents, They hed sost us dearly; 
lessons h2a to be drawn from then. In particular we had become convinced that sil 
of the mountaincers vere savagely nostile tc their country being occuried by the 


Viets, and that trey were only waiting for cur hein to free themselves, So every- 


5 
thing wes not lost. We had to begin egain on a new basis. 

We had kept two firm support points which we could use es bases for departure: 
Na San, which had triumphantly resisted the asseult of the Viet Divisicns,; and Lai 
Chau, which hed not been attacked. , 

The GCHA was egain going to undertake the conquest of the mountaineers from 
trese tuo bases. ; 


The mission of setting up an unéerground in tho Longhe ard Cotorh plateaus 


nicsion who had 


>) 


had then entrusted to Captain Hebert, a voluntcer for thi 
oustanding service records in both Indechina and France. At tha end of Decenber 
he wert to im San with Colonel Gilles to inform hin of the mission he hed received, 
Gillies listened to him with a sceptical attitude; enything which ves not traditional. 
warfare left hin indifferent. ievertieless ne ullewed Hetert to take seebates inside 
the entrenched camp, 

The captain hed received the following instructions, 

"Inside the triangle formed ty Dien Bien hu, Thuan Chau and Son La there is a 
Veo Population which must be contacted and ceveloped as rapidly as possible, if we 4re 
to prevent them being ruined by these Viets, who went to find a refuge for their 


souads ond their guerrilla gprours in these regions which are difficult to reach, 
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coordinate his efforts with the sontret currtntay 2. .07 instn Se a 2 ees 
and recently ordered to work in tne same direction on woe: Wah “SS PME TOR Suey lor 


Dien Bien Fha.! 


Before going to ila Sang Hebert had become eacqul’. oo. ...0 ali of tae docu.ea.:. 
existing about the region at the Documentation Cffic. o: the Tornin Regionar 


° 


Representation. He had also visited the catholic aissicn in Hanoi, where he nad 


o 


obteined a map made by Father Schmidt, and where ne had met an old missionary «h: 


Imew the Meos of the region perfectly. At the beginning of January he set hinmrolt 


a ia ~_ an) 
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up at Na Sen with the Buropean non-cormissioned officers, Senicr Ser 
Chiao Pen Cam (villages chief) of Thuan Chau, various Thais of his company -- a 
poverlel AGRO 9 radio. 

“ff{ter havirg Learned of the mission given vo Captain Hebert, the Commander of the 
Ma Seri Recistance Canter did not hide from hin the fact thet it seemed impossible 
because of the current situation. This observation coming from a particularly 
dyranic and optimistic leader refl ected very well the impression of the ccourtnd at 
that tine on the set of undergreund croblens. 

Jouwevers six months later, Hebert and his small initial team nad established a 


1 
solid footing throughout the Longhe plateau, and they were about to allow the 


evacuation cf Na San without leosse 


qc 


® 
Certainly the underground fishters vere recruited under difficult conditions. 
Actually the Resistance Center wes surrounded by the Victs at that time, the squads 


o 
OL 
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which controlled the region, In addition the morale of the population was not 


very high. 
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In spite of great aifficultios, tha Contact Leader succeeded in establishing 
contact with the local chiefs. Beginning in Jamiary, the Co Nei (Korthwest 
Operations] Croup) levnehed reconnaissance missions in ell directions, In this way 


Co Noi acd Chieng Dong in the east and Mai’ Sonin tne scutn were ~ococcupied. 


Toward the end of January Hebert and Chatel took advantage of a sortie nade by 


= = we 


the EP 3 from Chieng Dong, in the direction of the former of Ban Huoi Chuoc on [P 17. 
a ebut 29 partisans with then, including 2 Meos originally from the region 
ccuth of Yen Chau, a plateau parallelling RP 41, where iso Key a welleknow chief 
:,  sosed to be. Actually it was Lao Me who had saved Captain Latepie and had ‘ 

crovgnt nim back to the French lines after the fall of Nghia Lo, Hebert had 
requested a Cross of War for the Meo, and it had been granted to hin. 

During the night Leo Ke rejoined Hebert at Chieny Dong end le him a dozen 
Meos willing to follow him, Then he -cut beck to his fief. Fron February 1953 on 


Hebert had 80 partisans, including 20 Meos end o dozen Thos, They were trained on 


the suot, curing patrols nade by the Resistance Center, 


On tne cther hend, treining of redic operators md team leaders took place at tlie Hanol 
Central Office, which rapidly grouped together about 50 units. = 
At the end of February Hebert perticiprted in en opzration directed by Major 3 
Bigeard against Son Le, which made it possible for him to establish contact with 


Tnuen Chau and to recruit new partisans, Two months leter he captured Truen Chau 


4 maine 
tome oe ee 
: .: ry 


ty himself, 

Tyo new non-commissioned officers were assigned to him: Schneicer and veljoan, 
yhich allowed him to begin new patrols toward the west. Schneider reached Blanche ° 
15 miles southwest of Son La after 6 hours of marching, and brought back 15 new 


partisens. 
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then on, Hebert decided to scout along the Song Ma, an junvertanh river which ran . 
rarallel to the Elack River. The villages cf ran Le, trong Lam (unere there vas 
formor territcry of Morane), Uan Da wi, Ha Leng and Zan Phung, all dcnendent on 


the village chief of Thuan Chau; were situated in this valley bordering the south of 


the Lonzhe pletean, his objective. Finally his final objective, Pa Lao, was above 


Miong Lam in the very center of the Longhe plateau. 

Sentor Sergeant Chetel was in charge of this mission. He had atcut 30 Thais 
and about 20 Mess from Longhe, including the chief of the village of Pa Lao, Lo 
f-Lou (who had cone to join our plateaus with his ancient partisan cifle, a 07-15 
in perfect condition), an ANGRC 9 radio set and a 300 set. 

On 7 dune 1953 Chetel reached Song Hee While crossing a river the batteries of 
his C9 got vet and contact was interrupted. Hebert was able to take off from Na 
San in », Dskota piloted by Majorfourcauit and reestablish contact with Chatel. 
Fattcricvs vere peractuted to hin end contact was reestablished. 

The precoding. night Chatel had intercepted ebout 59 coolies, led by 2 Vict 

“oq and teansporting a ton and a balf of rice. The two troops had been kiled 
ond thet. mons recovered. The esclics, recruited in the villages soutn of Song 
Ma, whoa tne v.. cya chief lmew, were atl velunteers for the underground. 


e 
Chatel requestea 4. weapons and ammunition to be rarachcted 


to 
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hin, and this 
artived the ne:t day. He now had more than a hundred men available. Anoushes were 
set up on all of the paths north of Song Ma. In 2 days 4 rebels were killed and 2 
Viet treeps taken prisoner, In this way he learned that the rice collected in the 
Song Ifa valley was carried through the mountain paths on Son La to feed the Viet 


troops besieging Na Sane 
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Junce On 22 June, following intelligence provided by Hevert, the GOK launched a 


reconnaissence cetro)] toward Son La, ana then toward fan Tham, on RP ae Accompanied 
by Sergeant Naljean, Hebert participated in unis reconnaissance with about 2° 
partisans, a 09 and a 300 set. Then, leaving the repular troops who returned tc ha 
San, Hebert and his escort took the path for Huong Lan; notified of this, Chatel went 
to meet then with about 20 parbisanse 

Hebert and Chatel were at Muong Lem during the evening. Since the village was 
on the west bank of the river, about 20 canoes carried them across. The entire 
village was there to welcome them, Tue Morane strip was imacdiately put hack into 


condition , end a footbridge built for walking across the river. Lo A-Leu, the Meo 


chief of Cotonh, came down from his mountains to mix contact with tnem. There were 


no more Viets in the region. Those who had been capturod had left their ears there. 


It was a nale tradition to cut off the ears of their encities, and even to eat taeir 
“Liver. Hebert had quite a bit of difficulty in putting an’ end to this custom. 


On 27 duno with his Meos and about 20 Thais, Hebert left in the direction of Pa 
Lao and Cctorh on a Meo path, There were 6 hours of march. 3/4 of the wen remained 
at Huong Lam with Maljeane Lo A-Leu had promised 200 partisans at Pa Lew and at 
Cotonh. ‘They really were there, with ebout 20 bee with erovas partisan rifles, 
muskets and O7nL Sis, maintained like ireoeinuss put their ammunition had been used 


up long before. . 


Two messengers were sent in the direction of Thuan Cnau on Heo paths passing 
through Ben Catane Co Pia on 30 June. On 5 July the messengers returned from Thuan 
Cheu with ebout 30 Thais who volunteered to be armed. Hany others were also waiting 


for weapons, Everyday new Mecs arrived with intelligence. 


83 


Cn RP 4i and at Thuan Chau there were several Viet vasses in botn directions, 


equal to a platoon, From time to tine political conmissioners cane to tring a good 
yora, Therefore 1% vas possible to set uno headquarters at Thuen Cheu as soon as the 


x 


volunteers had reccived the wearons they were waiting for. Hebert requested 4 Ti 
(expansion unknoun) and 300 rifles for them, and these were parachuted down, 

There was complote success, ALL of the people contacted railied and asked for 
weapons to expel the detested Viets. | 

Therefore it was a matter of orgeni anicing this large crowd 

Hebert was brought back to Na San by 2 HMoraneythat picked nim up the afternoon 
of 9 July at Huong Lam to organizo his underground fighters and to proceed with the 
necessary parachuting.. He was reinforced by Sergeant Ansidei and 25 Thais, who had 
received comusndo training at Henoi and were intended to lead the partisans, plus 
radionen trained in tho instraction center. He organized his underground fighters 
in tue following way: the Alglon underground in the scuvawest, the Calazar in the 
senter, ana the Colibri in the northeszst. 

Serzeant Schneider, whe had remained at Na San, was brought by a Morene to 
Mong Lan and received tne crder to go to Pa Lao and CGotonh in order to take command 
of the Calamer underground, taking over from Chatel, Sergeant Maljean had remained 
at Muong Lan with the Aigion underground. Chatel, who hed been at the head of the under- 
taking and: had succceded remarkably, was invited to take p headquarters at Thuan 
Chau with the village chicf; thus the latter could go back: to his fief. Recently 
arrived at Na San, Sergeant Ansidei vas sent on 17 July to join Maljean at Muong Lan 
in the Aiglon underground, the manpower of which increased constantly. 

Major Fourtior, wno had closely followed the evolution of tne underground, and 


who had instructed the staff and radiomen, was ready to meet all requests. 


34 


inl July puracnute crocs ene made: 15 PH and ic0 rifles to Muong Law (Aiglon), 
1 FU and 50 riffies to Pa Lac (Calamar), and 2 FM and 150 rifles to Thunn Chau (Colibri). 
On 19 Juiy Hebort csettied in Morane on the iand reconditioned oy Chatei 8 kilometers 
fron Wtuan Chau, ALL of the v2 ple helred nin.and recuested weanon:. Ib was the 
sane for Calemar and Aiglon. 

Gn 20 July Hebert parachuted 100 weapons, inclucing several PM, to Chatel 
(Colibri) at Thasn Chau, as well es srovintous; for the cecepie needed then, ht 
nightCall on 22 July 300 weapons were parachuted to Sergeant Schneider at Pa Lao 
(Calanar). On 28 July 200 weapons were parachuted to Chatel at huong Lan (Aiglon). 

rom thon on weapons, ammunition and food were regularly dropped by parachute at 
the request of the underground leaders, 

On 30 Jwy Hebert dropped 10 commando parachutists to sueng Lan and 19 to Thuan 
Chau to compiate his officer svetf. | 

Ne Abe nel of July and the beginning of August the completely ovrarized assenbly 

f the underyroun: took place. All of the Viet troops in the region had been 
sipprossed by the inhabitants; the local forces: hed been destroyed o> surrendered. 
On this date the assembly wes comprised of ebout 3,500 armed and orsaunized nen. 

On a wuuuber of occasions Hebert anid Fournier had demanded to te given the 
elements of a battalion to retrain then for working with the underground, The 
stubbornness of General Gilles in preserving the Sth BCcP did not permit this 
experiment to be conducted, one which would have been very profitavie in the future. 

I had asked Major Fournier, who nad replaced me at Hanoi during February, to 
closely follow tho installation of these undergrounds, so that it could serve as a 
model for sotting up new undergrouncs. Anticipati: - this evolution, I had 
initially given hin the armament, materiel and the radio sets necessary for him to 
be ablo to moot tho requests of staffs in the field punctually. JI had also preserved 


a woneuverdiay: slack sufficient to provide rice end basic fcod, if necessary, 
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weather, had paraccuved the requested materiel at the avvointed 

roints. I must particularly mention Uicolas, the pilot of the Morane Beaver, who 

had always met Hebert's requests in setting hin down on difficult terrain end in 

nedge~honping over zones -to be explored, and tho Glvilien Seaver cilot, Lantal, 

vhno landed in the undergrounc everytine I asked him to end who knew the igh Re gion 
; : 


perfectly, Tris experiment would make it possible for us to develone 2 dectrine 
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ae 


which, rigorously applied, would produce considerable resuits in a short tine. 

This was when the opium question came uo for the Meos, There were about 3 
tons of opiua at Pa Lao and Cotonh. In peacetime the Mecs processed the precious 
merchandise in the valley and sold it to Chinese merchants, This traffic had becone 
impossible. ‘The cpium had been confiscated by the Viets, who used it as a means of 
exchangs with China to may military weaponse Now, the Neos were compretely unprovided 
for, ar and they nad exhausted their stores of pee ee | | | 
| "Meters proposed to Major Fournier to evacuate ‘tho opidn by magasrot a peaver and 
to put iv ab tns service of the Customs and French authorities, who would pay for it. 
But Fournier knew about the unfortunate opium affaire which had taken place in the 


4 


south, and stubbornly refused, unless he received specific instructions on this 


“~ 


subject, Agre 


rr) 


ement was given by Saigon toc late 
At the sane time that the Colibri, Calamar and Aiglon underground fighters were 
being set up from Na San under the direction of Captain Hebert, enother experi rinent 
was being tried from Lai Chau. It differed ee from ‘the former hkecause it 
was going to be conducted from one stage to enother by the natives alone. 
le had finally obtained permission from the Command for the frontier zone 


x fron Red River to the east to cease being a sone forbidaen to the GCHA; 


Seay ‘ cy 
See “The Gulun Affair" pe, $9. 


this zone ren about 50 kilometers to the west and about 50 kilcneters coep. AL Ine 


Rd . 


beginning of 1953 the Comuand agreed fer an underground to be insteiled in this 


¢ 


region, Lieutenant lung, a Heo from the Phalong region serving as a Frenchaan wos 

designated the leader of this underground. He received the following mission: "In 

Phong Tho region which the Victs occupied in October 1950, and the Than Uyen’ reylon 
which the Viets vccupied durin? the autumn 1952 campaign: 

"1) To contact and regroup sympathetic inhabitants by first concentrating sur. 
action on the Yao Sem Meo and the Cloud Fass where the people are most faverabkle to 
Us; 

2) To organizo this region into an underground and unjertaxe yuerrilla activity 
to force the Viets to evacuate Phong Tho, Binh Lu and Cnapa; and 

3) To take upquartersin hong Tho and Binh Lu, and then, fron these spacus, to 
study the exten ion of these urdorgrounds in the direction sf Than Uyen and Nehta Lo," 

Yung was an officer of rarevalue. In May 1952 he had been césignetec to 
organize and direct the underground fighters of Upper Red River; they developed Like 
a brush fire with an alarming rapidity under the instigation of 2 local high-cinss 

4afs, Cho Quang Lo whom ve have alroady seen operate, and Hoang Tseo Lung. Dut thoy 
had practically no staff and particularly no metns of transmission. Therefore they 
had to be found and trained. To exploit this siv.ation to the eréatdst degree 
and te extend cur fighters in training cver a vast zone, they had to be organised. 

After having obteined agrceenent from Cho Quang Lo, who had know nin for a lony 
tine, Nhung was cesignated to direct this group of underground fighters. For this 
purpose from May to August ho attended CIF training, plus aerial support trainine 
and paratrooper training. llow wo know that the intervention of a Chinese division, 
the 302nd, from 18 June 1952 on, had finally destroyed the underground organization 
of Cho Quang Lo, However, intelligence confirmed to us that many 
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underground fighters in this region had remeined loyal to us. Lun, vin to collect 


theee men, start the undergroung again 
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uns sclected and trained a team of 40 men wno vere to becomes id. 
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nurses were also trained, As an aide he received uw native mountain orfleer 
Lioubenant Lung, recovered from a Vietnazese battaji n. Lung, orlpingliy £rom Luc 
An Chau, received the mission cf training the underground eleaenla ond planting then 
on the left bank of the Red River in the Luc An Chau district. This meant extending 
the Chocolat underground of Che Queng Lo much further to the south. 

“In Soptember 195Z the 2 teans were parachuted with their -luador into the Nghia 
Lo coghon to complete their training there. They were heavily involved in the 
Octobe: combats, But, although they were believed to have d.suppoared ,they vere 
recovored almost compl etely at Na San the next wonth. thes 30 wea Glemonts which - 
circun:tances forced us to remove from their initial misiiion on the left bank of the 


Red Uver, and which constituted the base of tho Cardemone underysound. 


it 


The mein OV tho special parachute missic mg wero asseabled ot lianol at GCMA | 


Instruction Genter to be instructed and trained by Lieutenant lunge Tho elenents 


* 


intended to act on the ground were asseabled at the Lai Chau Iniutmictlon Center, 
transd and instructed by “ieutenant Lung wer the direction cf Ticutenaunt Bole du 
Chaunont, commanding the. . Chau antenna. 

Walle ground commando instructions were going on at Lai Chau, the Nanol Center 
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parachuted Special Missions into the sectors of Chaps (6) and than Von-Then Uyen (10) 
on 15 February 1953, at Lou Tring Thong (22) er 21 March and Phong Tho-Huong Hem (11) 
on 2 May. The intelligence collected and the rorale of thess pucpla proved to be 


Ry 


excollont., Establishsaent of the uncerground could be undertalcon. 
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the operation Legan on 24 tay. It was conducted fron fw. Chau ty wno Lonzhe 
Commoméo, 159 nen stronge On 30 Nay this commando reacheu Thaties S21 SO Tae. 
purbas rans of this village, ownea by the co cane to our sid: from 3 to 10 vune 


thea teass carried out the enticivated infilit 
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On 24 June 200 new portigens 
camo to cur side vith their veasonss 
“ALL of these elements, commandos and new joiners, about 4090 veapoas sbrene, and en- 
vireled the Phong Tho coast. In order to prevent any useless conmalttey y the root 
wand bombarded on Long's request by 3 R268, It surrendered on U7 Tunce 


Conversions to our side were numerous until the end of Juni. On 3° June thero 


ore about 600 underground fighters with 155 weapons furnished Ly the GCHA end 300 
woapons brought by those joining use 

As soon as it was established, the Cardamone underground bey;nn its activities. 
ith care skilis, taking advantege of all favorable occasions, Lt conducted deep 


contact and guerrilia activi aes levery direction. ALL of ie Viet troops wera 


2 1 


Liguidated,- The vise tebe ie ee, eae them apnesy overyvhere, 
overcstinated their capabilities. Uneble to engege them, they ({indly rebtronted and 
lett control of the territory to the underground ficshters,. Like Colibri, Cardanono 
thus beeana a fira departure tase for future cperations, 
| Profiting from the experience cf the orevious year, we had vubablished uncei ground 

with the naciimnm sare end nethods. Coli tri and Caidarone constituted a testbench 

oY doyeioniad a reliable method of planting underground fighters in the Iign &eglon 
vt Tonkin and Lavs. The Cardancne underground wes varticularly Intouresting, becuuse 
it was composed solely of natives, Fron now on the GCHA took this route whenevor it 
win possible, i.e, when it found native staffs of value. All ef the underground 
{fighters of Tonkin and Laos were established by arvlying this sume mathed. Por the 


rake of cilmplicity and clarity, the vicissitudes of theirinstallatfouvere not to be 
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nthis work, Fo asvlogised to bho offLesrs and nonecommissioned officers 
wuo worked theree They had the sane pronortles sivl the sano value as those of the 
2 underground orgarisations I have just deseribed, 

“eas entir> series of operations had been conducted on the ground by the natlyes 
alone, with remarkably velle-crainod and reasonably instrucuad teans, They prodiesa 4 
considerable morale effect on the nowitain ncople, who alvays admired a well-arnel 
an2 discivlincd unit. These peonlo were flattered to rind that they could have - 
valuable Leaders, cavable of Leading then, in their midst, Here is an extract froia 


one of the first reports from an underground commander. 


"In the beginning the inhabitants ran eway whon our partisans appeared. Put thoy 


ee 
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notcd that the latter spoka their lan-uare, that they did not take up quartors in 
their houses, and did not ask them for onything, bul on-tho contrary took care of ths. 
sick, cane to kelp the voor and added . Uhera in cvery way, ospecially with respect te 
food. 

“Prem then on they cwae to our slides! 

"Stopred at Ha San, the 1 52 antiuan offensive (tho full of Ngnia Lo} had shuwa 
that Laos wes threatened anc that iby protoction had to ba assured, Gencral Sclon 
decided that the GCHA shcvld plant somo underground fientors in Upper Lacs, where 
the people vers varticularly favorably to use 

On 17 end 18 Novenber the Moc Chau post, SO kn south of Na San, wes overiun bs 
a poverfhu Vict attack although it wan backed up by a battalion of tne 1st RIM 
(Moroccan Sharpshooters Reginent). Mont of theofficersof the Moroccan battalion 
were carried as disappeared. : 

Cn 28 November Dien Lien Phu, held by a company of Sonogaiese sharpshooters was 


occupied by the Viet Minte 


90 





rz 


PA RALIC SN raat Bn 


Se oO 
es 


PO I Se eee pes 
eh eed sted 


iP ace, 


RS Ene Vn ot DECC eo 


is ante ta ds 


. ore 


s otataol sac: 


OO ie telah ole Tod 


ay sett mys 
te bbe 






Tete ee 
SEC eee 


pad vad ites 


ED i oh Peed he oe ed Seer PCE See Ad ad 





i 
Banc se unrest means 


_ this was a valuable “trumps 
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General Salan asked pleubenant<olon) Grail, the GCHA commander, to study the. 


possitility of installing undergroumwin in the entire mountaineus sone of Lorth Lass, 
$11 of the Lnovian peonie theron verd faveradls to us, including the Neos who oecuriec 


the upoer veaks,. For this mission Grnald de senate a. Cantaindesfarges, who nad been 


an 3ide in the North Vietnam regional ite soyesentation, assisted by a very good officer, 


Lieutenant Brehier, Nine non-commisntuned officers vere put at their he 
as well as 10 Vietnazece radiomen trained in tae Cape Saint-Jacoues Instmiction 
Center. Ail vere paratroopers. Then nen forned the "Valo-Servan groun". 

The Laotian authcrities, especia)l.y tha king of Luos and the prince Savang, who 
would be the heir, és well as Primes inister Scuvanna rhouma, received this mission 
favorably end promised us all possiblo auld . On the other hands Touby Ly Foung, *he 


king of the Meos, was contacted dirautly by General Salan, who had known him for a 


long time. Touby agreed to give us hin suprort.. Politicel and religicus leader at 


one nd the sane time, he exercised ancontes bod mubhora ty over all the Meose Therefore 


The poterncnvas mission was snehiuarees Thanks to Toubys 1,000 Heos de>. 
rapidly srmet under the direction of frehler (who was to be killed in Algeria) and 
2 non-conriissioned officers appropriated from the TAPI, Thanks to the good will of 
Colonel de Bollardiere, they rapidly becana quectercd dn the north of Sam Neua and 
forn ned the Servan undergrourid,. 

Intelligence received from Sam tictn was alarming. They reported & Viet battalion 
teking positions to occupy the city. ‘ith no possibility of reinforcing these 
garrisons and preferring to ccneentrato thelr forces to oppose the Viet attack in 
preparation under good conditions, Guneral Salan decided to move the §  .cua 
garrison to the Plaine des Jarres. An cntrenchsd camp, onalogous in its design to 
that of Na San, was set uv therc; ib included the best clements of the Laotian forces. 
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Cn 2 Aprid Colonel Haleplatce es pene the San leva sector, was stuamonec. tS 


Hanoi by General Saleoa, who informed him of his intention te totally evacuate the 
Ld 
trooos from this sector. 
The Servan underground, ostablished for only a few weeks by Ereuier end his Meos, 


received the order to assenble as fast eas possible at the path wnich led fron Can ieua 


-~ -~torthe Plaine des-sarzes and-which the Naleplatte columm wound -use dering hts: retreat, ~ 


or at least to cost there several elenents which could serve as collection elenents 


ryt 


aan mides. The order to rctreat was given to HMaleplatte on 12 Arril 1953. 


7 


. 


After waving destroyed everything possible, the column set out at midnight in 
the direction of the Plaine des Jarres., The tast elements left San heua tovard 6 Beile 
are] the 13th e 

On the morning of ‘ho 1AM after having passed the village cf Muong Ham during 
the night, the column was “isventiy attacked, However, vrogross continued. New 
attacks were nade on the 16th, This time the colunn Literally burct. 

Host of the nen of the Lactian ath rifle b battalion cane from San Heua, They 
were unhepny te ever retreat. If they deserted, it was because the Plaine des Jarres 
in their eyes was a distant ond unimow. region, because they were reluctant to 
abandon their fomilics in tais weye 

The Heo fighters of Brehier serfectly played the role assigned to them, They 
collested, cheltered and guided a large number of isolated and small friendly groups 
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eplatte himself vas recovered, as well as half 
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ot th 


wo 


ropeans and a third of the Laotians, without counting the large majority f 
the riflemen of the Sth battalion vho later rejoined tae underground, when Brehier 
was able to contact then. Pefore it was possible to recover hin, Colonel Naleplatts, 
whose presence had been renort:4 by radio, remained more than a nenth in the Meo 


underground, Finally a halicepter was able to carry nin off and take hiu to the 


Pleine des Jarres. 
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Rasta! So SEN at we os rs + F pace nee Sant ns : 
Captain Desfarves, reacring the end of his tcur, wes renlacecé vy Gartain varcon; 


Prem Taanws! ‘ dis teas Tae ms ae . 
s tren fron Lorraine of an extracratnary Svante under 2 LLerce ams soavere amcearanccy 
rh wae mMLitieni~ clever Yaced at Vientia ne rericgly mace rtact with the 

22 Vas TA Vee Ci eeny CLCVET es rabenr av Veenclane, Me Parise ~26. Comeacu Will a) 

é Sods ae Oe 1 = + ee ae : hat 8 yt + : 
eivih authoricies, He neinteined excellent relations with the Presiient of the Lactian 
hounell, trince Zowvanna Fhoure, waco received nim without fcrmality 2t every request 
sOunNCi lt, rte sS oOe na rNnour&s Wild Goel fea t WECNOUL LOTNALLUY Bu over rea oa 
44 sive Kin mexsimin nein Ralations with Colonel ce Orseveeceur, ul ecoannanded tne 
wl give | ee ae haa Aeon nee at} ALT 6 Peli, gO PERS PS) Wun co ones ce revecceur, wro eomman wh ne 


friend of Gastain arson and vice-president of the National Assexbdly, received 
Marson and m¢ in his shop, and we discussed the current problems, all 3 of us sitting 
on vags of rice. 
ana complicated enong the various civilian and military authorities, At Vientiane, 
varticularly thanks to Captain arson, everything was simple and tie environgent was 
perfect. | | 

Laos was rot a Idingdon united under the autnority cf its kings, Aetuelly the ¥INE 
wag only the king of Luang rrabang. Hic euthority did not extend beyond one nrovances 
Toupy and his eos, savage warriors whe vere always feared by tne peaceful Laovians 
jn the valleys, reigned on the Tra Ning plateaus. In the scuta there vas Prince | 
Zan Gun de Shanpassac, very such pro-French. In 1945 he had agreed to place 


a 


himself under the authority of the ‘sing of Laos, on condition of being part of the 
Laotian goverrment in which, at various times and according to the current situction,; 
he occupied ixrortant postse 


Finelly, north of Cambodia, there lived in each of the valleys, often closed and 


yery isolated, half savage peoples who had never yet had any contact with Ruropeanse 
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A Hundred was installes at Attcpeu with Captain Jestus end several non-commissicned 
officers to contnrct then and to forestall the Yiets in these nracticeliy unknown Zones, 


A Vise pa, yest tom paceep om aes Shen Heya, s 5 + 4 
ang thus te prevent them from oelng ruined. 
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and the post of Ban Houel Sai on the Nekong River. 

oon over restonsitility for this missicn, Zveryvhere the cecple 
and the iccel leaders gave hii an excellent welcone, not understanding why we hed 
abandoned them. Qur former partisans were the first to rejoin us; often with their old 
weepons (muskets of the 1914-1913 war), which they had carefully preserved. The 
rurcose was to put thes 38 people in a state of defense and prevent the region fron 
being ruined by the troons sent by the Victs. 

For reasons or logistic facility, the Phong Saly x region ius sivaciad to the RR-V 
(North Vietnam Regionel feprecentaticn). The Tra Ning plateau and the underground 
organivation were entrusted to Con.de Bazin, fereiy has an officer und dertaken such 
& difficult mission with so mich heart. In perfect accord with with Touvy, he had 


all of the males of the Tra Nirg region contacted, and they replied to his appeal. 
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Deperture from North Vietnam 


Lieutenant-Colonzsi Gral’, had extended his tour one year after having commended 
ths 5th ECOP, He wes to return to France et the teginning cf May 1953. 

As socu as I arrived he crorosec that I take over the GOMA comuand cn his 
Cepzriure, Ee would oerform his normel towr in Frence,. Py then I would have 
firished ny tour in Indochina, anc he would return to reploice me. 

Nand then, he had said to me, "The war is not going to finish next week, You 
will cone again to relieve nme," 

We hed yorked band in hand in a broad spirit of csraraderie, snaring the concept 
of the role vhich the GOMA should pley in Indechina, ‘Therefore ve had an excellent 
formulae 

Ilowever, it was with regret that I gave up the Command of the Regional 
Representation of Horth Vietnam. I bad worked with a tean of extreordinary value. 
Tho activities which we had underteken had thrilled us all. | oe -- 

I also knew thet at Saigon I would become involved in adzinistrative 
couplications ard be in direct contact with SDECE at Paris, of which T knew nothing. 
Eowever, I wes well acquainted with the Colonel Delegate of the SDECE General 
[irector in Indochine. During my tour at Led Thieu with ths 2nd BCCP, I hac 
raintained excellent relations with hin and his friends, When traffic vas opta 
between Lai Thieu and Saigon end we were at rest, he cften came to visit us. Sut ft 
knew hin on the human level, and knew nothing of his mission and his role in 
Indochina. 

I was going to be replaced in Henoi by Major Fournier, He was one of the 
young men in my class. I had kmown hin for years, Before the war he commanded the 
Phalong Post. He knew the Meos and nad been in Indochina threughout the war. After 


the tekeover of the Japanese on 9 March 1945, he became part of Gensral Alessandri' 


column, Thus he had succeeded in escaping the Japanese and got to China. He was one 
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of sy good friends, Therefore he was very cuzlified to replace me, and he wes 
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avalileble. Abt the end of February, I yielded the comzand of the Regional 
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Resresentation of North Vietaam to hin. 


Py weiting for his departure, Grall proposed that I go to Korea to make contact 
with the Anerican Special Services, We had very close ponds with them, They were 
furnishing us with armament and with the radio sets necessary to equip our underground 
figsters, They pernanentiy eppointed one officer to the GCMA EM (general staff), at 


this time tha Major Beglow, Beglow carried out the necessary formalities, At 
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: the end of February I le for Tolaro in the conpany of Beglow and Lieutenant Dabezies 
} of the GCMA <M. 
i I knew that the head of the Aterican Special Services for Japan and Korea was 
& Acciral Mershal, I had known hin in Peking tefore the war. te was the captain of a 
ko . _ 
. silp and the naval atiacke, He played as a back in our polo team. Therefore I was 
Z Very genebiner 
4 
i As secon as I arrived in Korea I flew over the front in a helicopter from the 
e Ysllow Sea to the Sea of depen, at the range Linit of DCA, A very tight network of 
4 trenches cxtended beneath ny eyes, more then ten kilometers deep. 
6 Opposite, on the fmerican sida, there vas only a single line of treuches, but 
F there was also a great netwoms of roads pornenitenler toe the front, which could have 
“4 
3 persitted rapid evacuation. 
! ; The contrest between the two defensive organizations was impressive. I 
‘i 
! . understood vay the Anerican advence hed stopped and the front stabilised for a 
5 period of nonths. | 
I: I spent one day with the French Korea Battalion installed in shelters like those 


a of the 19-1915 wer, Then I was taken to the Fdvision Command Post and then to the 


Arouy Corps Command Foste 
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[ee ena taken before dayoresk, Throughout tho cay I attended the inplencntetion of tac 
t Bs s $ 
Ee counterattack arrangement. A large mimber of tanks were going to take part. 

[xs Complete control of the air made it rossibls to establish everything very calmly at 
Ped a! . 

Fate 
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be the ceparture base, Tea Pons was retaken without difficulty. 
i: The Americans had verfectly organized my stay, even my spare tine. rut the 
a 

a4 e - e ° 
.7y. dollars which they had given me on leaving Tokyo were not veiid in Korea, Thus it 
a} 

‘4 was inpossibie for me to leave the militery area. Cortainly I have seen the wars 
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Ne smiled tad did not reply. 
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Frou tho tine of ry return 1 no longer saw the yajor * Beglow. He had show 
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hinsel? to vs too promFrench, particulerly during this trip. He was replaced ty two 
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young Arerican officers of French origin with very French NAMCS. But they svoke our 
langage poorly, Thsy vere of a mediocre class and tried, through ridiculous procedures; 
to spy on us. I had to omer ny officers not to respond to their questions concerning 
the service, with only If and Captain Duvivier of sy Ceneral Staff having this 
enthoritye 

Before Grall departed, he analyzed the situation, The experience which ve had 
ecquired allowed us to confirn thst all of the mountaineers were favorable to use I% 
vas necessary to uske contact with then, organiss them and arm them, Se it was only 


a question of method, tine and eause 
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However, we also mew that the underground fighters would never be soldiers as 
valuable aus these in a resular treop; beesuse we never nad the carakdility of giving 
then the necessary background nor sufficient instructions. We only asked thea to 
hold taocir region and prevent it from falling under the influence of the Viets, once 
it was liberated. 


Tnese repions vere to becone ideal zones for refular troops, after adaptation 
te > 3s ? 


could cove aktout in complote security,and they covld serve as a departure and return 


base for isvortant destructive raids against tne Viet rear. 

In egreenent with Colonel Bollardiere, Grall obtaired pernission from General 
Salen for a paracimute battalion to be withdrawn from TAPI to follow a three-month 
training period at the Cape Saint-Jacques Instruction Center to prepare it for this 
mission, The paratrocpers were to Learn to work with saall teaus atong the 
undergrow) fighters, and to rationally use explosives to cestray defenses end 
neteri.ol, which even the best troups did not generally mow nay £O dd. 

This battalionwas to be spirithead of the GCMA, It would heve permitted a 
tenfold increase in the combat velue of our underground fighters. We expected a 


creat deal from it. 


the 8th BCCP of Major Ie Poxgne, | one of our btost paratrocyp batralion chiefs. 
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Second Part: The Extension, 1953 
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+ was clear to Gencrs? Salar, Colonel Grell ard me, to say nothing cf Cantain 
Hebert end Majer Fournter, that, if we wanted to get all of the Meos, those of 
Leos and those of the High Region of Tonicin, on our Side, it woule be saeeses to 
allow them to sell opiun, the only means of exchange which they could circulate 
outside of their mountains... 

Viets 
We knew from a reliable source that the Meo opium was used by the every 
year to vay China for the armament o- : “ivision. From this viewpoint alone; 
huying the opium of the Meos meant tax. © from the Viet Minh a pratical ueans of 
peyment to the Chinese. 

Certainly Touby had given General Salan his agreement to bring all of the Meos 

of Laos to cur side, But to be sure of them, it was obvicusly necessary to allow 


then to sell this opiun which was their only wealth. At the point we hed reached, 


“ 


the opium auestion was én urgent prohlea to be resolved, Three solutions were 


envisaged: 

--o buy it and then destroy it, by throwlng it into the sea, for example, This 
was the idea solution. Unfortunetely it wes too turésnsome to te accepted; 

=-~TO bay it end refine it into pharvacecutice! products on the spot and send then 
to Francs, This was certainly an excellent solution, It was rejected because France 
was buying the opium 1t used elsewhere; ani 

—Thus there was only one soluticn lc: to transport the opium and leave it its 
habitual destination: "direct" consumpticn, The GCMA provided only the means of 
transportation, The transaction would be made by the head of the Meos who then 
distributed the money received among the various producers. This is the idea which 


wes adopted after nany hesitvations. 
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